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A Quadrilateral of Authorities: What is the relationship between them?

We can say that reason, tradtion, and experience can all be seen
as windows into the Scripture or avenues out of the Scripture by
which we may express the truth of Scripture,but in no case and
on no occasion should reason, tradition, or experience be seen as a
higher authority than Scripture by which Scrpture could be
trumped an some issue that Scrplure directy adtfessesand
about which it makes claims on God's people.
- Ben Witherington I
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Reason

Revelation compliments and trumps reason
Tradition

A helpful but fallible guide
Personal Experience

Interpret through the Bible, not the converse
Scripture

“sola” not “solo”
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Two Critical Principles:

If Scripture is the ultimate authority by which we
know and obey God, then understanding Scripture
correctly is our most crucial endeavor.

A Christian’s relationship with God is directly
proportionate with their relationship to God’s
Word.

The Goal of Biblical Hermeneutics

“To ascertain what God has said in
sacred Scripture; to determine the
meaning of the word of God” -
Bernard Ramm.

To grow in our awareness of God
through His Word by becoming
proficient in understanding the
Bible’s meaning.

Ultimately, to become “biblically
literate” so we can understand God
and submit to His will for our lives.




Meaning and Authorial Intent

Three models for understanding meaning:
Reader-Response Criticism:
“Reading the Bible is not about getting it right. It’s

about making meaning from it. It's up to you.

There’s no right way to read and interpret

the Bible”—Timothy Beal.

Meaning and Authorial Intent
Three models for understanding meaning:
Authorial Intent:
“The rules of proper communication demand that we seek
tounderstand the meaning the person communicating
intended to convey. The text is not autonomous or a law
unto itself, as if it existed apart from the author
who willed and wrote it into being. It is an
authorially shaped and designed product that
requires careful and respectful interpretation” ™!
—Andreas J. Kostenberger.

Meaning and Authorial Intent

What is the purpose of language? Do human beings expect to be

understood?
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Therefore, authorial intent is the meaning of “meaning.”

Meaning and Authorial Intent

Three models for understanding meaning:
Semantic Autonomy:
“The

hermeneutic phenomenon because the detachment of a

ndition of being written down is central to the

written text from the writer or author as well
as from any particular addressee or reader
gives it an existence of its own”

—Hans Gadamer.

Meaning and Authorial Intent

Authorial Intent:

“All forms of written
interpretation and all
interpretive goals that
transcend private
experience require that
some author’s meaning
be both determinate and
reproducible”—E. D.
Hirsch.

Validity In
Inierpretation

Meaning and Authorial Intent
Ethics of Authorial Intent

If authorial intent is the “meaning of meaning,” than there is an
ethical dimension to how and why we read Scripture—the
Author/author's intention must be respected.
‘What can we learn from the “golden rule” regarding interpretation of
texts (Matt 7:12)?
“The ‘gold rule’ of interpretation requires that we extend the
same courtesy to any text or author that we would want others to
extend to our statements and writings” (Késtenberger, IBI, 50).
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Intro to the Hermeneutical Triad: history, literature, theology

3. Theology / Implication / Application
(What does it teach about God? How do |

respond?)

Passage of Scripture

=) 1. History / Observation
(historical and cultural
background, preliminary
literary & structural features)

—)

2. Literature / Interpretation
(canon, genre, language,
sur‘r‘oundmg context, syntax,
word meanings)




